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JHilke!

Albany residents speak
out against impending
COTA rate increase

ANDREA BROWN

Contatbiting Weiter

DTA is consolidating and
cing services on lightly used

On April 15t the Capital District

Authority base fare
will increase 0 peroent 1o $1.50 per
lride, the fiest CDTA fare inerease in
14 years. Advocates such as the Stop
fthe Hiks campaign are fighting to
[keep bus fares affordable in the capi-
hal district, however the current state
lof the economy has lead to the need
or change

A weakened econ
buted 1o CDTA'S soaring rd
Jship, which will top 15 million this
[year. Al the same time, our operating
leosts have Encreased significantly,
federal assistance remained fla and
[state mssistance was cut,” Masgo
Panack said. Manager of Corporate

routes and ing internal
operations in addition to 3 fare
increase,” Janack said

The Siop the Hike cam

tion of individusl

1 Distric: Coalition for
Transportation,  and

Accessible
Citizens for Public Transporation

and Capltal Region Transit
Advocates opposed 10 CDTA fare
ke
The botom lines is the
majority of CDTA riders simply can
nat afford the fare hike,” Leah Golby
said, founding member of Capital
Region Transit Advocates. “This is 2
really bad time for a fare hike.”
However, while many dis-
agree with the increase in bus far
witiers understand why it must be

the increase
will impact numerous riders, There
are many who struggled 10 just pay
the fare of o dollar. However they do
offer options that can in the end help
the rider, such as with the purchases
af a monthly swiper card,” Rachel
Ramsey said, Media Spec
Saint Rose andd bus rider for the past
W0 years

Ramsey describes the fare
increase as a necessary evil, “If peo-
ple expect the company te keep up
with the surge of prices for gas and
having to maintain and expand to
accommodate the expanding use,
CITA needs 1o bring the rate up to
standards of the inflation,” Ramsey
sl

»

The Stop the Hike com-
paign hopes to seek more govern-
ment funding to close CDTA's
budget gap. hold CDTA accountable
W its riders, and finally w0 plan
events (o buikd interest in this social
justice msue.

One such event ook place]
on March 2nd on the comer of Lark
and Washington. Riders and
wcates joined together (o express their
opposition 1o the fare  hike.
According 10 Golby, many of the|
individuals involved in the demon-|
stration were unaware of the fare]
ke

dvo-|

Events such as this hope iof
inform riders of the increase und pre-
vent any future hike in bus fare.
Accarding to the campuign aacther
hike is planned for April 2010, Vet
Janack says CDTA is hopeful all
Stirmulus funds will obviate the need|
for another fare increase in 2010,

“However, a long
ment o transit investment is

tenm|
comm
aeeded if we are 1o provide the quali-
ty service the Capital Region|
deserves,” Janack said. For now al
fare increase is necessary for
CDTA's budget deficit
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Safety Programs

Face the

Studenis can request the two part
voucher from Student Affairs or

Secarity. The voucher is filled out with
the student’s name and last four digits
of thelr student ID number. They will
receive a monthly bill with all of their
eharges.There is no eap as to haw

SIUTTLE You HoME

Provides transportation for students
und stall to their hame within the
perimeter of New Scotland Avenue,
Central Avenue, Lark Street and
Brevator Street, after evening classes,
The serviee aperates Monday -
Thursday from 7 to 11 pam., Participants.

SECURITY ESCORTS

Security escorts are available for stu-
dents to and from campus. Escorts are
usually on faot, but Security can also
pick up students if they feel unsafe on
their way back to campus. Students
«can call for an escort 24 hours a day at
454-5187 or 5187 from any campus

Total number of

robberies in Albany
within 1 week of
March 8

much a student ean spend using the
program but the college recommends
using the service within the city
5. Maps are provided to students
al the time they request w voucher.

interested must contact transporta-
tionda strose.edu with their name, stu-
dent 1D number, and class dismissal
time.

phone,

Crime €Crisis

37,2 a.m. - Male
UAlbany student

/8, 6 p.m, - Man (25)
-5

CECELIA MARTINEZ

Evvative Blitar

317, 12 am. - Male Saint
Rose student (20} robled
point. 2 suspeets

arrested.

% crime dropped
between 2007 &
2008

362

8.2

Mumber of
robberies in
2008

37, 8:30

rob

truck with rock and
bhed by group,

L W’H‘I‘Eﬂ AVENUE

n. - Woman
S Folibed at gunpoint
ile waling for the bus.

314, 10°E
- Womark(24)
robbed a
beaten,

[wo

38,4 am
(20, 21) punc
kicked and rob
| Stspect arreste

Map net ta seale

The man pelted with the rock was

1t doesn't help that people get

attacked on this very corner. | don't

think ke cares much about statistics. initely be smart.

Shawn Morris, mayoral candidate , ,

intoxicated and walk around, so def-

Brad Cameran, as told to News 10 ,,

We have beefed up our patrols.

Stephen Stella, director of Security , ,




